APPENDIX I

examined by Captain Thomas than among the Omani, yet
it does seem probable that a people with Armenoid
characters has at some past period mingled its blood with
that of the ancestors of the southern tribes. This admission
does not mean that we assign the South Arabs to the
Armenoid Caucasian stock.

Before proceeding to discuss the racial traits revealed in
Captain Thomas's photographs of South Arabs it may be
well to touch here on the kind of evidence which should
guide us in fixing the place of a newly discovered people in
any scheme of racial classification. Professional anthropolo-
gists have unconsciously given the impression that a race of
mankind can be identified only by measurement of head,
body, of colour of skin, of texture of hair - by calculating
indices, etc. Now if we are to build up a scientific system
of knowledge concerning races - a system to which every
worker can add his quota, then exact instrumental measure-
' ments must be made. But we should never forget that every
man and woman born into this world is an anthropologist
by nature - a student of the breeds of mankind. We need
no technical aid to help us to identify negro, Chinaman,
European, Bushman, etc., as they pass us in the street; a
cast of the eye is sufficient to weigh a hundred and one
diagnostic features. Explorers and travellers become
wonderfully expert at identifying at sight members of
tribes and of peoples, wherever they meet them; by merely
glancing at them they can often assign them to their native
localities. We can never hope to make our technical
methods yield us so delicate and so reliable results in racial
identification as are reached by travellers dependent merely
on their senses and judgment. For instance, Captain Thomas
cites the opinion of the Sultan of Muscat in support of his